
IDW Assurance Standard:
Generally Accepted Assurance Principles 

for the Audit or Review of Reports 
on Sustainability Issues
IDW AsS 821, Stand: 06.09.2006

Düsseldorf 2010



© 2010 IDW Verlag GmbH, Tersteegenstraße 14, 40474 Düsseldorf
Die IDW Verlag GmbH ist ein Unternehmen des Instituts der Wirtschaftsprüfer in Deutschland e. V. (IDW).

www.idw-verlag.de

Das Werk einschließlich aller seiner Teile ist urheberrechtlich geschützt. Jede Verwertung außerhalb der 
engen Grenzen des Urheberrechtsgesetzes ist ohne vorherige schriftliche Einwilligung des Verlages unzu-
lässig und strafbar. Dies gilt insbesondere für Vervielfältigungen, Übersetzungen, Mikroverfi lmungen und die 
Einspeicherung und Verbreitung in elektronischen Systemen. Es wird darauf hingewiesen, dass im Werk 
verwendete Markennamen und Produktbezeichnungen dem marken-, kennzeichen- oder urheberrechtlichen 
Schutz unterliegen.

Die Angaben in diesem Werk wurden sorgfältig erstellt und entsprechen dem Wissensstand bei Redaktions-
schluss. Da Hinweise und Fakten jedoch dem Wandel der Rechtsprechung und der Gesetzgebung unterlie-
gen, kann für die Richtigkeit und Vollständigkeit der Angaben in diesem Werk keine Haftung übernommen 
werden. Gleichfalls werden die in diesem Werk abgedruckten Texte und Abbildungen einer üblichen Kontrolle 
unterzogen; das Auftreten von Druckfehlern kann jedoch gleichwohl nicht völlig ausgeschlossen werden, so 
dass für aufgrund von Druckfehlern fehlerhafte Texte und Abbildungen ebenfalls keine Haftung übernommen 
werden kann.

Gesamtherstellung: IDW Verlag GmbH, Düsseldorf

ISBN 978-3-8021-1506-6



IDW  AsS 821 

1 

IDW Assurance Standard: 
Generally Accepted Assurance Principles for the 

Audit or Review of Reports on Sustainability Issues 
(IDW AsS 821) 

(Status at: September 6, 2006)1 
[Translation Status: December 2006] 

[Translator’s notes to increase the understandability of the translated text for English 
readers are bounded by square brackets; items in curly brackets reflect optional 
items included in the original German text in square brackets.] 

 
1. Preliminary Remarks...........................................................................................2 
2. Audit or Review Engagement..............................................................................3 

2.1. Types of Engagement of Wirtschaftsprüfer.................................................3 
2.2. Content of an Audit or Review Engagement...............................................4 

3. Assurance Engagement Objectives ....................................................................6 
3.1. Suitability of Individual Criteria for the Content of the Report .....................6 
3.2. Completeness of the Criteria and the Report..............................................7 
3.3. Accuracy of the Report ...............................................................................8 
3.4. Clarity and Understandability of the Report ................................................8 

4. Standards for Performing the Engagement.........................................................9 
4.1. Understanding of the Reporting Entity ........................................................9 
4.2. Planning....................................................................................................10 
4.3. Performing the Audit of Reports on Sustainability Issues .........................11 

4.3.1. Auditing the Reporting System.......................................................11 
4.3.2. Substantive Procedures .................................................................12 

4.3.2.1. Analytical Procedures......................................................12 
4.3.2.2. Tests of Details................................................................12 

4.4. Performing the Review of Reports on Sustainability Issues......................14 
4.5. Compliance With Sustainability Standards ...............................................15 
4.6. Assessing Fair Presentation .....................................................................15 

5. Using the Work of Others..................................................................................15 
6. Documentation ..................................................................................................16 
7. Conclusions and Assurance Report ..................................................................16 
8. Reporting ..........................................................................................................19 
 

                                            
1 Issued by the HFA [“Hauptfachausschuss”: Auditing and Accounting Board] on May 18, 2006. Subsequent 

amendments were made following the withdrawal of IDW Prüfungsstandards: Grundsätze ordnungsmäßiger 
Durchführung von Umweltberichtsprüfungen (IDW PS 820) [IDW Auditing Standard: Generally Accepted 
Standards for Audits of Environmental Reports (IDW AuS 820)] by the HFA on September 6, 2006. 

 



IDW  AsS 821 

2 

 
Appendix: Examples for Formulating Assurance Reports .........................................20 
1. Example of an Assurance Report for Audits of Reports on Sustainability 

Issues................................................................................................................20 
2. Example of an Assurance Report for the Review of Reports on 

Sustainability Issues..........................................................................................21 
3. Example of an Assurance Report for the Audit and Review of distinct 

parts of a Report on Sustainability Issues .........................................................22 
 

1. Preliminary Remarks 

1 Sustainable development is considered to be a development that meets the 
needs of the present generation without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs and choose their lifestyle.2 

2 Reports on sustainability issues are written statements about an entity that 
do not form part of the financial statements required pursuant to German 
commercial law, on an entity’s economic, ecological or social performance 
over a defined period. Such entities may be enterprises, groups or other 
organizations (e.g. public institutions, associations or foundations), or part or 
parts of a reporting entity (e.g. operational facilities or branches of an 
enterprise in a state or geographical area). 

3 The officers of the entity, or the persons responsible for managing the entity 
or component thereof, are responsible for the contents of reports on 
sustainability issues. These persons are also responsible for the entity’s 
compliance with legal requirements and operational or other requirements 
relating to sustainability.  

4 Enterprises or other entities increasingly frequently seek, on a voluntary 
basis, an assessment by independent experts to enhance the credibility of 
their reports on sustainability issues. Wirtschaftsprüfer [German public 
auditors] are often requested to assess reports on sustainability issues and 
issue assurance reports on the findings.  

5 In this IDW Prüfungsstandard [IDW Assurance Standard] the Institut der 
Wirtschaftsprüfer in Deutschland e.V. [“IDW”: Institute of Public Auditors in 
Germany, Incorporated Association] explains the content of an audit or 
review of self-contained reports on sustainability issues and sets forth the 
views of the profession pursuant to which Wirtschaftsprüfer – irrespective of 
their independent professional responsibility – perform such engagements. 
This IDW Assurance Standard describes how the acceptance and 
performance of engagements to audit or review reports on sustainability 
issues, reporting on such engagements, and the composition of the 
assurance report should comply with the professional responsibility of 

                                            
2 Compare “Our Common Future. The Brundtland Report by the UN World Commission on Environment and 

Development”, published by Volker Hauff, Greven 1987, p. 9 et seq. 


