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Engagements Relating to Compliance Management Systems  
(IDW AssS 980) 

(Status at 11 March 2011)1 
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 [Translator’s notes to increase the understandability of the translated text for English readers 
are bounded by square brackets; items in curly brackets reflect optional items included in the 
original German text in square brackets.] This English test is being published to inform 
readers as to the content of the German standard, but solely the German original is 
authoritative. 
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1. Preliminary remarks 

1 In this IDW Assurance Standard the Institut der Wirtschaftsprüfer in Deutschland 
e.V. (IDW) [“IDW”: Institute of Public Auditors in Germany, Incorporated Association] 
sets forth the content of voluntary assurance engagements relating to compliance 
management systems (CMS assurance engagements) and the profession’s 
standards according to which practitioners – irrespective of their sole professional 
responsibility, perform such engagements (Ref:  Para. A1). As an integral part of an 
entity’s corporate governance, the compliance management system (CMS) is 
designed to ensure compliance with requirements within an entity.2 The 
establishment, design and monitoring of the CMS is a business decision by the 
officers that is subject to their organizational judgment, through which the officers 
fulfil their managerial obligation to preventively safeguard the entity’s compliance 
with the law, in the context of the circumstances of the individual entity. An 
assurance engagement on the operating effectiveness of the CMS performed by an 
independent Wirtschaftsprüfer (herinafter referred to as practitioner) in accordance 
with this IDW Assurance Standard can serve as objective evidence that the officers 
have exercised due care in respect of their leadership responsibilities.The terms 
“CMS” or “CMS assurance engagement” as used in this Assurance Standard refer 
to the areas of the CMS specified by the officers (Ref: Para. A3). 

This IDW Assurance Standard contains mandatory requirements for the assurance 
engagement (chapter 5) and Application and other Explanatory Material relating to 
these requirements (chapter 6).  

2 This IDW Assurance Standard does not apply to assurance engagements relating to 
systems which are covered by specific IDW Auditing Standards or IDW Assurance 
Standards (Ref: Para. A2).  

3 This IDW Assurance Standard is effective for CMS assurance engagements 
performed after 30 September 2011.3  

                                                 
2  This IDW Assurance Standard applies to all types of entities, including commercial enterprises and 

organizations such as associations, civil law partnerships, local authorities, public law institutions or business 
units.  

3  Voluntary early adoption of this IDW Assurance Standard is allowed. 


