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1.  Preliminary Remarks 

(1) In this IDW Prüfungsstandard [IDW Auditing Standard] the Institut der 
Wirtschaftsprüfer in Deutschland e.V. (IDW) [“IDW”: Institute of Public 
Auditors in Germany, Incorporated Association] sets forth the views of the 
profession pursuant to which Wirtschaftsprüfer [“German Public Auditors”], 
irrespective of their independent professional responsibility, should conduct 
tests of control, when information technology (IT) is used, as part of financial 
statement audits. 

(2) This IDW Auditing Standard applies to audits of financial statements, i.e. 
audits of annual, consolidated and interim financial statements as defined by 
IDW Prüfungsstandard: Ziele und allgemeine Grundsätze der Durchführung 
von Abschlussprüfungen (IDW PS 200)2, Tz. 5 [IDW Auditing Standard: 
Objectives and General Principles for the Conduct of Audits of Financial 
Statements (IDW AuS 200), No. 5]. 

(3) Industry-specific (e.g., for the audit of financial institutions or insurance 
enterprises) and other special aspects that should be considered in individual 
cases are not covered in this IDW Auditing Standard.  

(4) For auits of other subject matter or audits whose nature and scope do not 
correspond to those of an audit of financial statements, the extent to which 
the principles of this IDW Auditing Standard apply should be assessed in 
each individual case. Extended and special requirements for tests of IT 
control above and beyond the requirements for audits of financial statements 
are set forth in Stellungnahme HFA 4/1997: Projektbegleitende Prüfung EDV-
gestützter Systeme3 [Statement of Position HFA 4/1997: Project-related Audit 
of EDP-supported Systems] and in IDW Prüfungsstandard: Erteilung und 
Verwendung von Softwarebescheinigungen (IDW PS 880)4 [IDW Auditing 
Standard: Issue and Use of Software Attestation Reports (IDW AuS 880)]. 

(5) This IDW Auditing Standard complies with International Standard on Auditing 
(ISA) 401 “Auditing in a Computer Information Systems Environment”5 and 
takes recent developments into account. This IDW Auditing Standard also 
contains supplementary requirements resulting from the legal situation and 
professional practice in Germany. 

                                            
2  Periodical “Die Wirtschaftsprüfung” 2000, p. 706 et seq. 
3  Periodical “Die Wirtschaftsprüfung” 1997, p. 680 et seq. 
4  Periodical “Die Wirtschaftsprüfung” 1998, p. 1066 et seq. 
5  IFAC Handbook 2000, Technical Pronouncements, New York 2000, p. 230 et seq. 


