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1. Preliminary Remarks 

(1) The term E-commerce comprises the initiating and processing of digital 
transactions (from initial contact to payment) between market participants via 
public networks using various forms of information and communication 
technologies. As such, e-commerce encompasses all activities facilitating the 
electronic trade in information, goods and services at all phases of business 
transactions2. For the purposes of this IDW Accounting Principle, 
e-commerce systems are those elements of the IT system that are 
exclusively or predominantly used for e-commerce activities3. 

(2) Accounting-relevant e-commerce systems either file data representing 
business transactions directly to the IT related accounting system or 
generate digital data as a basis for entries in the accounting system. 

(3) This IDW Accounting Principle explains the requirements derived from 
§§ [Articles] 238, 239 and 257 HGB [“Handelsgesetzbuch”: German 
Commercial Code] as to commercial bookkeeping using IT-aided systems. 
As such, it illustrates the propriety and security requirements for e-commerce 
defined in IDW AcP FAIT 1 and sets forth additional requirements beyond 
those of IDW AcP FAIT 1 to address the specific IT risks associated with the 
use of e-commerce systems. 

                                            
2  Compare IDW Prüfungsstandard: Die Durchführung von WebTrust-Prüfungen (IDW PS 890), Tz. 5 [IDW 

Auditing Standard: The Performance of WebTrust Audits (IDW AuS 890), No. 5]; in: Periodical “Die 
Wirtschaftsprüfung” 2001, p. 458 et seq. 

3  In this connection compare IDW Stellungnahme zur Rechnungslegung: Grundsätze ordnungsmäßiger 
Buchführung bei Einsatz von Informationstechnologie (IDW RS FAIT 1), Tz. 7 [IDW Accounting Principle: 
Principles of Proper Accounting When Using Information Technology (IDW AcP FAIT 1), No. 7]; in: Periodical 
“Die Wirtschaftsprüfung” 2002, p. 1157 et seq. 


